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My name is Julie Irvin  and I joined a highly motivated group of creative people at the
Burnie Makers Workshop. 
The Burnie Council supported us, they could see that we were a valuable part of the visitor
experience at the centre. When the University took over we attended a couple of meetings
with the uni to share our concerns about their plans. Nothing we said was taken any
further. 
Over the time the uni has been in the Makers there were so many rules and regulations that
it was hard to work the way we needed to. 
A new accommodation block was built by the uni was just a concrete box that looks like
it's been built using leftover materials. Another new building was built between the Makers
and the sea again another concrete box with no thought to  its placement. 
The Makers building lost half of the sea view out of the large gallery windows. No though
was given to the fact that the site was unique, right on the water. 

The Federal Government gave the uni a huge amount of money to move into the city's. No
expense was spared in another new building right on the waters edge in Burnie. The
original campus is only just up the road, it seems crazy that they feel the need to move. 
The University's choice of Compass to run the cafe and retail area resulted in many of
them leaving. They weren't valued or paid a decent wage. The uni really didn't want the
Makers ( artists ) there so when the opportunity came 
The Burnie Council closed the building and gave it over completely to the uni. We were
told we were no longer needed. The Makers Workshop was designed and built to be used
for the public as a showcase of the exciting things that were happening in Burnie, a unique
place sadly is lost for Burnie. 
Julie Irvin. 
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